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Preparation Step 1:  
Create heterogeneous conferencing partnerships.  
 
Preparation Step 2:  
Schedule conferencing partnerships (or small groups) so that every student has 
the opportunity to work with the teacher at least once per week.  
 

Week 1: Document Analysis 
Conferencing groups will examine 1 document with the support of the teacher. 
Students will be supported in breaking down the document and responding to the 
questions using these steps: 

 
1) Read the question 

• Decode/ pronounce words carefully 
• Understand 

o Identify unknown words 
! What does “author’s claim” mean? → CHART IT! 

o Annotate the text (especially as you learn new words) 
o Word Wall (specific to performance task) 

• Explain what information you need to gather when reading the doc  
• How to answer the question (restate the question in your answer) 

 
2) Study the format of PAGE  
(Genre Exposure: “what do you observe about what this page looks like?”) 

• Document # 
• Background info 

o Primary versus secondary source identification 
• Lines on top and below the actual document 
• Types of documents: 

o Graphic (charts, diagrams, maps) 
o Pictures (photographs) 
o Text (excerpts from books, speeches, etc.) 

• After double lines = source (double check whether it’s primary or secondary) 
• 2 Questions 

 
3) Read the document  

• Identify what a document excerpt is (and how to identify where the document 
“starts and ends”) 

• Identify unknown words and annotate the text (so you remember what the words 
mean) 

• Find the information that you know you need to find based on the task and 
underline it (annotate the text as you read!) 

• Format of text (interpretation of common symbols): italics, brackets, ellipses   
• Graphics (interpretation of): charts, maps, photos  

 
4) Answer the questions using complete sentences. 
 

 ** PLEASE SEE THE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR A TEMPLATE  
AND A SAMPLE CREATED USING THE TEMPLATE ** 
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Measures	  of	  Student	  Learning	  
Social	  Studies	  	  

Performance	  Assessment	  
	  
	  
	  
Topic:	  WORD	  (TIME	  PERIOD)	  
	  
Theme:	  PHRASE	  
	  
Background:	  A	  PARAGRAPH	  
	  
Inquiry	  Question:	  THE	  QUESTION	  THAT	  STUDENTS	  WILL	  ANSWER	  IN	  THEIR	  
HISTORICAL	  ARGUMENTATIVE	  ESSAY	  
	  
	  
	  
Part	  I.A	  	   	   	   	   	   	   (Suggested	  time:	  30	  minutes)	  	  
	  
	  
Directions:	  Review	  and	  read	  each	  of	  the	  following	  documents	  numbered	  1	  
through	  5.	  After	  each	  document,	  answer	  the	  questions	  using	  the	  space	  provided.	  	  

	  
• Remember	  to	  read	  and	  analyze	  the	  document	  carefully	  so	  that	  you	  

can	  cite	  specific	  text-‐based	  evidence	  to	  support	  your	  answer.	  	  
• Write	  your	  answer	  in	  complete	  sentences.	  	  
• Words	  in	  brackets	  are	  added	  to	  help	  you	  understand	  what	  you	  are	  

reading.	  	  
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Document	  #	  _______	  
	  
[DIRECTIONS:	  INSERT	  BACKGROUND	  INFORMATION	  HERE	  IN	  NORMAL	  FONT	  –	  
USE	  THE	  EXAMPLES	  BELOW	  WHEN	  YOU	  WRITE	  THE	  BACKGROUND	  FOR	  YOUR	  

DOCUMENTS]	  
	  

• The	  population	  of	  the	  cities	  in	  the	  United	  States	  grew	  a	  great	  deal	  during	  the	  latter	  
half	  of	  the	  1800s	  into	  the	  1900s	  as	  immigrants	  came	  to	  the	  United	  States	  and	  people	  
moved	  to	  the	  cities	  in	  search	  of	  jobs	  created	  by	  the	  expansion	  of	  industry.	  

• The	   next	   document	   is	   an	   excerpt	   from	   a	   book	   written	   by	   Upton	   Sinclair.	   He	   and	  
other	   writers	   were	   known	   as	  muckrakers—they	   wrote	   about	   problems	   that	   they	  
noticed	  in	  the	  society.	  

• Andrew	  Carnegie	  founded	  Carnegie	  Steel,	  which	  in	  1900	  was	  the	  largest	  producer	  of	  
steel	  in	  the	  world.	  In	  addition	  to	  his	  success	  in	  the	  business	  world,	  Carnegie	  was	  also	  
a	   philanthropist	   who	   donated	   money	   to	   charitable	   causes.	   This	   document	   is	   an	  
excerpt	  from	  an	  essay	  he	  wrote.	  

	  
	  

[DIRECTIONS	  INSET	  TEXT,	  A	  PICTURE,	  A	  GRAPH,	  A	  CHART,	  ETC.]	  
	  
“Text	  excerpt	  “in	  quotes”	  …	  include	  ellipses…	  [and	  brackets]	  to	  help	  students	  get	  used	  
to	  see	  these	  features	  and	  [help	  them]…	  navigate	  their	  reading	  for	  understanding…!”	  
	  
Source:	  	  [DIRECTIONS	  INCLUDE	  SOURCE	  INFORMATION	  HERE	  –	  SEE	  EXAMPLE]	  
Sinclair,	  Upton.	  The	  Jungle.	  New	  York:	  Doubleday,	  Page	  &	  Company,	  1906,	  pp.	  343.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
1)	  What	  claim	  about	  [THEME]	  can	  be	  made	  from	  this	  document?	  	  OR	  What	  is	  the	  author’s	  
claim	  about	  [THEME]?	  
	  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

	  
2)	  What	  evidence	  in	  the	  document	  support	  this	  claim?	  	  
	  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

	   	  



Created by: Ms. Daphne LaBua 

NYC SS Performance Task  
DBQ How-To Guide 

	  

Measures	  of	  Student	  Learning	  
Social	  Studies	  	  

Performance	  Assessment	  
	  
	  
	  
Topic:	  Power	  &	  Conflict	  
	  
Background:	  Conflict	  results	  when	  one	  person	  or	  a	  group	  of	  people	  does	  not	  want	  to	  
give	  up	  power	   to	   another	   group	  or	   individual.	   Power	   is	   the	   ability	   to	   get	   someone	   to	  
think	  or	  feel	  or	  act	  in	  a	  way	  that	  he	  or	  she	  would	  not	  have	  done	  on	  his	  or	  her	  own.	  The	  
use	  of	  power	   is	  not	   inherently	  negative	  or	  wrong.	   It	  can	  be	  used	  to	  help	  as	  well	  as	   to	  
control	  others.	  Like	  power,	  conflict	  can	  have	  both	  positive	  and	  negative	  effects.	  Many	  
historians	  argue	  that	  without	  conflict,	  there	  can	  be	  no	  progress.	  	  The	  causes	  of	  conflict	  
are	  usually	  the	  same,	  regardless	  of	  what	  groups	  of	  people	  are	  involved	  or	  during	  what	  
time	  period	  the	  conflict	  happens. 
 
	  
Inquiry	  Question:	  What	  causes	  conflict	  among	  groups	  of	  people?	  
	  
	  
	  
Part	  I.A	  	   	   	   	   	   	   (Suggested	  time:	  30	  minutes)	  	  
	  
	  
Directions:	  Review	  and	  read	  each	  of	  the	  following	  documents	  numbered	  1	  
through	  5.	  After	  each	  document,	  answer	  the	  questions	  using	  the	  space	  provided.	  	  

	  
• Remember	  to	  read	  and	  analyze	  the	  document	  carefully	  so	  that	  you	  

can	  cite	  specific	  text-‐based	  evidence	  to	  support	  your	  answer.	  	  
• Write	  your	  answer	  in	  complete	  sentences.	  	  
• Words	  in	  brackets	  are	  added	  to	  help	  you	  understand	  what	  you	  are	  

reading.	  	  
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Document	  #	  1	  
Below	  is	  an	  excerpt	  from	  a	  speech	  given	  by	  US	  President	  Franklin	  Delano	  Roosevelt	  
on	  Monday,	  December	  8th,	  1941,	  after	  the	  Japanese	  bombing	  of	  Pearl	  Harbor	  asking	  
for	  a	  declaration	  of	  war.	   
	  

“Yesterday,	  December	  7th,	  1941	  -‐	  a	  date	  which	  will	  live	  in	  infamy	  -‐	  the	  United	  States	  of	  
America	  was	  suddenly	  and	  deliberately	  attacked	  by	  naval	  and	  air	  forces	  of	  the	  Empire	  of	  
Japan.	  

The	  United	  States	  was	  at	  peace	  with	  that	  nation,	  and,	  at	  the	  solicitation	  [request]	  of	  
Japan,	  was	  still	  in	  conversation	  with	  its	  government	  and	  its	  Emperor	  looking	  toward	  the	  
maintenance	  of	  peace	  in	  the	  Pacific.	  

Indeed,	  one	  hour	  after	  Japanese	  air	  squadrons	  had	  commenced	  [begun]	  bombing	  in	  the	  
American	  island	  of	  Oahu,	  the	  Japanese	  Ambassador	  to	  the	  United	  States	  and	  his	  
colleague	  delivered	  to	  our	  Secretary	  of	  State…	  no	  threat	  or	  hint	  of	  war	  or	  of	  armed	  
attack.	  

It	  will	  be	  recorded	  that	  the	  distance	  of	  Hawaii	  from	  Japan	  makes	  it	  obvious	  that	  the	  
attack	  was	  deliberately	  [purposefully]	  planned	  ….	  During	  the	  intervening	  [in	  the	  middle]	  
time	  the	  Japanese	  Government	  has	  deliberately	  sought	  to	  deceive	  [trick]	  the	  United	  
States	  by	  false	  statements	  and	  expressions	  of	  hope	  for	  continued	  peace.”	  

	  
Source:	  President	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  speech	  -‐	  December	  8,	  1941	  
	  
	  
	  
1)	  What	  is	  the	  author’s	  claim	  about	  the	  causes	  of	  conflict	  in	  this	  document?	  	  	  
	  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

	  
2)	  What	  evidence	  in	  the	  document	  supports	  this	  claim?	  	  
	  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  
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Week 2: Document Organization 

 
Conferencing groups will examine multiple documents with the support of the 
teacher.  Students will be supported using these steps: 
 
1) Identify primary and secondary sources 

• Read the background information about each document (before the document/ 
excerpt) 

• Find the source of the document (right after the document/excerpt in small font) 
• Identify what type of source it is: primary or secondary 

 
2) Re-read the cover page background information  

• … to get an understanding of the theme that connects all of the documents 
 
3) Restate the author's claim about the topic/ theme in the document  

• (Read over your answer to question 1 “what claim is the author/ writer/ speaker 
making about _____ in the document?” for each document) 

 
4) Identify which other documents agree and which documents disagree 
with the different perspectives presented in the documents 

• Compare and Contrast the claims of the different authors  
• Determine which claims are similar and which claims are different 
• Organize your ideas into a chart that works for you  
• Students should be encouraged to create their own organizers, but here is a 

sample: 
 

Claims  Supporting documents Not supporting documents 
Rivers are bad Documents 1, 3, 4, 6 Documents 2, 5 
 
Rivers are good 

 
Documents 2, 5 

 
Documents 1, 3, 4, 6 

 
4) Organize all of this information into the Performance Task Table: 
Directions:	  Use	  the	  chart	  below	  to	  plan	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  you	  will	  analyze	  the	  topic	  across	  several	  
primary	  and	  secondary	  sources	  for	  your	  essay.	  You	  will	  be	  assessed	  on	  the	  completion	  of	  the	  chart.	  (See	  
example	  below	  for	  guidance.)	  	  

·∙	  Source	  type:	  Identify	  whether	  the	  document	  is	  a	  primary	  or	  secondary	  source.	  	  
·∙	  Claim:	  What	  position	  does	  the	  author	  present	  in	  the	  document?	  	  
·∙	  Agree:	  Indicate	  which	  other	  documents	  agree	  with	  the	  identified	  claim.	  	  
·∙	  Disagree:	  Indicate	  which	  other	  documents	  disagree	  with	  the	  identified	  claim.	  	  
	  

Document	   Source	  Type	   Claim	   Agree	   Disagree	  
Document	  

1	  
	   	  

	  
	  

	   	  

Document	  
2	  
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Week 3: Document Synthesis & Communication 

The DBQ Essay 
 
1) Find mentor texts for students to see as examples of strong historical 
argumentative essays 

• Break down the essays with students  
(SEE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR SAMPLE ESSAYS) 

• Use Genre Exposure questions like these when studying the sample essays: 
o Audience: Whom is the author (the student) writing for? What 

characteristics is this audience looking for in this author’s writing? 
o Author: What is the author trying to do? How do you know? Are they 

successful? Why do you think this? 
o Text: how is the text structured/ formatted? How does this help it achieve 

the author’s intention or purpose? Does it meet the needs of the 
audience? What would you change about the text if you were the author? 
 

Skills to be explicitly taught 
• Making a thoughtful claim 
• Clearly identifying the counterclaim 
• Using accurate and relevant historical evidence (from the documents and from 

outside information/ prior knowledge) to enhance your claim 
• Integrating information/ quotations/ details from all of the documents to support 

your claim and address the counterclaim 
• Citation of documents 
• Making connections between documents (using comparative language) 
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Student	  Samples	  Evaluated	  

Student	  A:	  

	  
Student	  B:	  
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Student	  C:	  	  

	  
Student	  D:	  

	  


